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Lobbying. Maine enacted a law of the usual type providing for 
the registration of legislative counsel or agents who accept employ- 
ment to promote or oppose the passage of legislation. 24 

Mechanical Vote Registration. Iowa authorized the executive coun- 
cil to procure and install an electrical and mechanical system for 
the instantaneous registration of the votes of the members of the 
general assembly on all questions requiring a roll call. The vendor 
is required to keep the machine in repair, due to any mechanical defects, 
free of charge for a period of five years, and no money is to be paid on 
the contract price until the executive council and 3 members of the 
house have approved it. The sum of $18,000 was appropriated to 
defray the cost of purchase and installation. 26 

Miscellaneous. Iowa provided for the printing of 6000 copies of 
the laws of each session which will be sold at fifty cents to residents 
and $1.00 to nonresidents. 26 Connecticut provided that all public 
acts, unless otherwise specified, will hereafter take effect on July 1 
following the session. 27 By a concurrent resolution, Idaho provided 
that in all bills amending existing laws the amendatory matter, in 
both the engrossed and enrolled copies, shall be underlined and that 
asterisks shall be inserted to indicate the parts stricken out and that 
the session laws shall be similarly identified. 28 

C. K. 

Statistical Agencies. The collection and dissemination of statistical 
information of various kinds by state boards or commissions was the 
subject of legislation in seventeen states in 1919. In twelve of these 1 
the chief interest lay in provision for the gathering and compiling of 
agricultural statistics; in eight states co5peration with the United 

24 Maine Session Laws, 1919, p. 91. 

25 Iowa Session Laws, 1919, p. 424. 

26 Iowa Session Laws, 1919, p. 35. 

27 Connecticut Session Laws, 1919, ch. 225. 

28 Idaho Session Laws, 1919, p. 594. 

1 Arkansas Session Laws, 1919, Act 209, p. 166; Colorado Session Laws, 1919, 
p. 632; Idaho Session Laws, 1919, ch. 37, p. 136; Illinois Session Laws, 1919, p. 14; 
Maine Session Laws, 1919, ch. 99, p. 91; ch. 151, p. 150; Michigan Session Laws, 
1919, no. 47, p. 76; Missouri Session Laws, 1919, p. 110; Oklahoma Session Laws, 
1919, ch. 82, p. 131; Oregon Session Laws, 1919, ch. 124, p. 180; South Dakota 
Session Laws, 1918, Special Session, ch. 28, p. 31; 1919, ch. 102, p. 83; Tennessee 
Session Laws, 1919, ch. 174, p. 642; West Virginia Session Laws, 1919, Special 
Session, ch. 11, p. 29. 
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States department of agriculture and the establishing of a cooperative 
crop reporting service for the state, formed an important motive back 
of the legislation. Arkansas and Missouri definitely mention the 
establishment of a cooperative crop reporting service; while Colorado, 
Maine, Michigan, Tennessee and West Virginia merely provide for 
cooperation in general terms. Under the present policy of the United 
States bureau of crop estimates, this virtually assures the creation of 
this new cooperative service in each of these states. 

In Illinois, Maine, Michigan, Missouri, Oklahoma, Oregon, South 
Dakota, Tennessee and West Virginia the statistics to be gathered are 
purely agricultural. In Michigan the new statute merely adds author- 
ity for the secretary of state to enter into cooperative arrangements 
with the United States department of agriculture, by amending a 
statute of 1881 under which the state requires monthly reports on live 
stock and growing crops. 2 The other eight states require the local 
assessors, at the time of making the annual assessment of property, 
to collect and tabulate such agricultural information as may be re- 
quired by the state board, on blanks prescribed and furnished by the 
latter. In Illinois the assessor must return such lists to the county 
clerk within ten days after the completion of the assessment, the 
clerk forwarding them to the state department of agriculture. In 
Maine the local assessors in each city, town and plantation collect 
the required statistics; in Missouri the county and township assessors. 
In Oklahoma, Oregon, Idaho, Colorado and Tennessee it is the duty 
of the county assessor. South Dakota provides that each township, 
town or city review board, as its first duty upon qualifying as such 
board, shall examine the statistical returns of the assessor and require 
the assessor to correct or complete such lists. No assessor can receive 
remuneration for his services until he has submitted complete and 
correct lists of the statistics required. Five states provide additional 
compensation for the local assessors for collecting this information. 
In Oklahoma and Tennessee this compensation is five cents per farm 
reported; in Missouri, four cents. West Virginia authorizes the county 
court to allow reasonable compensation not exceeding ten per cent of 
the assessor's salary. In Maine the rate is the same as for the assessor's 
services in the assessment of property. Idaho merely states that the 
cost of this work is a part of the expense of the assessor's office. 

State Administrative Authority. Six states 3 make it the duty of the 
state board or department of agriculture to collect and compile agri- 

8 Michigan Laws, 1881, act 33, amended by act 47, p. 76, Laws, 1919. 
8 Illinois, Maine, Missouri, Oklahoma, Tennessee and West Virginia. 
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cultural statistics. Oregon and South Dakota add that function to 
the duties of the state tax commission. 

Arkansas created a bureau of crop estimates and immigration, under 
the supervision of the commissioner of mines, manufacturing and 
agriculture, who appoints two assistants, one a graduate of an agri- 
cultural college, the other with statistical experience, who have charge 
of the collection and tabulation of information concerning agricultural, 
mineral and timber resources of the state. 

The commissioner of immigration, under the state board of immi- 
gration, is also charged with the collection of agricultural statistics 
in Colorado. Idaho also intrusts this function to the department of 
immigration, labor and statistics. 

Special Statistics. Only one state, in 1919, has provided for the 
centralization of all state statistical work in a single office. The 
Idaho law provides not only that the department of immigration, 
labor and statistics shall have charge of the collection and publication 
of statistics other than vital statistics, but it also further specifies 
that any department of the state government requiring the collection 
of statistics must make a request therefor to the department of immi- 
gration, labor and statistics. 

The Nebraska department of agriculture is granted authority to 
gather, tabulate and publish statistics showing the condition of tenants 
and renters in rural communities and incorporated villages and cities 
of the state. 4 

Threshermen must register with the county auditor in South Dakota, 
and must keep records and submit returns showing the amount of grain 
and seed of each kind threshed during the season and when and for 
whom it was threshed. This information is filed with the state direc- 
tor of markets, on blanks furnished by him. 8 

In Colorado, Arkansas and Idaho the statistics collected are not 
confined to agriculture, the general purpose being the compilation 
and dissemination of information concerning all the resources of the 
state that would be of interest or value to possible settlers or immi- 
grants. 

Arkansas, and Montana also stress the collection of statistics con- 
cerning mineral resources. In the Montana School of Mines there 
was established the Montana state bureau of mines and metallurgy 
which is charged, among other duties, with the collection and publica- 

4 Nebraska Session Laws, 1919, ch. 262, p. 1060. 
6 South Dakota Session Laws, 1919, ch. 102, p. 83. 
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tion of statistics relative to Montana geology, mining, milling and 
metallurgy. 6 

Pennsylvania provides for a bureau of municipalities, under the 
department of internal affairs, which is required to gather, classify, 
index and make available statistical information and advice that may 
be helpful in improving the methods of administration and municipal 
development in the municipalities of the state. The bureau's duties 
are by no means purely statistical. It maintains a publicity service 
to assist in installing modern systems of accounting, employs an engi- 
neer to promote comprehensive plans for the probable future require- 
ments of municipalities in respect to systems of traffic thoroughfares 
and other highways, transportation, sites for public buildings, parks 
and playgrounds and all public improvements to the advantage of 
municipalities as places of business or residence. This act repeals 
a former statute creating a division of municipal statistics and infor- 
mation in the department of labor and industry. 7 

New York in 1918 amended its law in relation to the organization of 
the bureau of statistics and information, under the labor commission. 
All cases of industrial poisonings, contracted as the result of the nature 
of the patient's employment, must be reported to the commission by 
the medical practitioner. In general the duty of the bureau is to col- 
lect such statistics from the records of the department or from special 
reports in order to supply the commission with full information relating 
to the operation and effect of the labor laws which it administers. 8 

Maine requires special statistics concerning the amount of logs and 
other timber cut, by board feet or cords, to be returned to the board of 
state assessors on blanks presented by it. The report is made by all 
owners or agents of lands classified as wild lands. In case such return 
is not made, the state board may secure the information in such manner 
as it deems advisable, adding the expense to the state tax next assessed 
against such lands. 9 

Fish Statistics. A comprehensive plan for the gathering of statistical 
information concerning commercial fisheries, the investigation of 
evidences of overfishing, and the conservation or development of 

6 Montana Session Laws, 1919, ch. 161, p. 311. 

' Pennsylvania Public Laws, 1919, ch. 34, p. 45. (Public Laws, 1915, p. 689; 
1917, p. 1111.) 

8 New York Session Laws, 1918, ch. 456, p. 1338. 

9 Maine Session Laws, 1919, ch. 77, p. 73. 
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fisheries was initiated in California under the fish and game commis- 
sion. 11 ' 

Every person, firm or corporation engaged in the business of can- 
ning, curing or prp°r-rvi ng, fish or manufacturing fish meal, fish oil or 
fish fertilizer, or dealing in fish, mollusks or Crustacea is required to 
make a return, in the nature of a receipt, showing the name of the 
fisherman and boat or the dealer from whom the fish were received, 
the date received, the weight by species and the price received by the 
fisherman. The record must show for what use the fish are intended, 
whether to be sold fresh or to be canned, cured, etc, and also whether 
the fish were taken in foreign waters or in the high seas off another 
state or foreign country. A triplicate copy is furnished to the fish and 
game commission, the dealer and the fisherman retaining the other 
copies. A separate record is required when the dealer catches his own 
fish. Masters of trawls and operators of the fishing gear must keep a 
record in a book furnished by the fish and game commission, showing 
the time and place of each haul, the approximate catch by species; the 
time of the voyage and the total catch of each species as weighed out 
when landed. 

Fish canneries render an annual statement to the commission show- 
ing the location of the plant, kind of business, capital invested, number 
of persons employed, number of months operating and amount and 
kind of fish products canned, preserved or manufactured. Owners of 
boats engaged in fishing for profit must file a return showing the dimen- 
sions of the boat, motive power, number of crew, equipment and 
description of fishing gear. 

The fish and game commission is empowered to board any boat or 
enter any such place of business and to examine all books of records 
containing an account of fish caught, bought or sold. The commission 
is further empowered to regulate and control the handling of fish or 
fishery products to prevent deterioration or waste; to establish grades 
to which the fish or products offered for delivery to canners or fresh 
fish markets must conform. 11 

Statistical Publications. Most of the states give authority for pub- 
lication and dissemination of the statistical information gathered. 
Two states, however, specify that such information shall be issued as a 
handbook or blue book. 

10 California Session Laws, 1919, ch. 550, p. 1201. 

11 California Session Laws, 1919, ch. 551, p. 1203. 
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The Arkansas commissioner of mines, manufacturing and agriculture 
is authorized to prepare a handbook of information concerning crops, 
soil, timber and industries of the state, covering the resources of each 
county and to publish this annually with such illustrations and maps 
as are appropriate. 

The Colorado state board of immigration is authorized to publish 
annually a Colorado Blue Book containing information compiled con- 
cerning population, agriculture, mining, manufacturing or other indus- 
tries of the state. 

The work of the bureau of statistics in Indiana which was estab- 
lished in 1879 and discontinued in 1917, was given in 1919 to the legis- 
lative reference bureau, which is authorized to collect financial statis- 
tics of counties, cities and towns and to enter into a coSperative arrange- 
ment with the United States department of agriculture to collect and 
disseminate crop and live stock statistics. 12 

Frederic H. Guild. 

Indiana Legislative Reference Bureau. 

Marketing Bureaus. Conspicuous among the 1919 legislative 
acts against profiteering and the high cost of living is the establishment 
of bureaus of marketing in Pennsylvania, Missouri and Nebraska. 
These bureaus are intended to benefit both the producer and the con- 
sumer in the marketing and the distribution of farm products. 

The Nebraska act creates no new agency. It is little more than an 
anti-monopoly law, declaring that the already existing organizations 
which deal in farm products are public markets, and regulates the 
membership and the rights of members in those markets. Such mar- 
kets include every organization which maintains or operates "a regular 
place of business or trading room for members only, in which the mem- 
bers sell or exchange grain or other farm products for themselves or 
others." 1 

Every market is required to be open to membership with equal rights 
and privileges with all other members, to any person, firm, company 
or corporation desiring to trade in such commodity on such market 
who shall make application for membership and whose methods of 
business operation or plan of organization shall not conflict with any 
regulation of such market. Unreasonable exclusions to membership 

w Indiana Session Laws, 1919, p. 82. 
1 Nebraska, Session Laws, 1919, p. 989. 



